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Digital library initiatives and 

digitization programmes in India
In India, the efforts towards digitization as well as digital
library initiatives started during the mid 90s with the
support of the central government.

The basic objective of digital libraries in India has been 
the preservation of its art, culture and heritage.

The use and application of Information Communication
Technologies are mostly in Universities, Indian Institute
of Technologies, Indian Institute of Managements, R & D
Institutions, Special libraries and government
departments.

So the digitization efforts are mostly taken by the
libraries connected to these types of institutions.
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Analysis of data

For the purpose of the study, one hundred and eighteen 

institutions were chosen.

Most of the data are collected from the internet using the 

Google search engine and others through emails and 

through personal contacts.

These institutions comprise of Universities, academic 

institutions, R&D institutions in the fields of Science, 

Social Science, Arts, Literature and Humanities.
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Table 1

Type of Institutions having Digital Collection

Institutions Number Percentage

Government 67 56.78

Universities 24 20.34

Public Libraries 2 1.69

Media 11 9.32

UGC 1 0.85

Others 13 11.02

Total 118 100
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Among the digital libraries taken for the study 56.78 % 

are government institutions including 16 IITs and 11 IIMs. 

Though they function as autonomous institutions the 

central government is providing the financial assistance 

to these institutions.

Universities occupy the second position, which include 

university libraries and department libraries.

Eleven Newspapers have digitized collections which

constitute 9.32% of the total. They are the Hindu, The

Times of India, Hindustan Times, Indian Express, The

Telegraph, The New Indian Express, DNA (Daily News &

Analysis), Economic Times, Punjab News Line and

Eenadu which is a regional online newspaper published
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There are so many e-Newspapers in the regional 
languages the details of which are not available and 
hence not included in the study. 

Other institutions including some renowned private 
academic institutions and some religious institutions 
constitute 11.02% of the total. 

Since digitization or digital library is a costly affair, 
there should be some funding agencies like the 
government to support the initiative.
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Type of Digital Initiatives

The types of digital initiatives are categorized as Digital 

Libraries, Digitized Collection and Institutional 

Repositories as indicated by the institution. 

Digital Libraries contain born digital materials and also 

digitized materials; Digitized Collections denote only 

materials which are converted into digital format and 

Institutional Repositories are the online locus for 

collecting, preserving and disseminating the intellectual 

output of the institution in digital form.

The institutions taken for the study may contain one or 

more type of these collections.
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