
Facet Analysis and its Applications in 
Content Management and Information 

Retrieval in the Web Environment

M. Varghese
Associate Professor

Department of Library and Information Science

University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram
emvargis@gmail.com

KLA National Seminar,  14-16 July 2011, 
Thiruvananthapuram



Outline

ƷThe Concept of Facet Analysis (FA) in 
traditional LIS

ƷApplication of FA in Library Classification

ƷFA in indexing

ƷFA in Web design

ƷWeb search and navigation
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In traditional LIS we come across 
concepts like 

ƷFacet Analysis

ƷFacet Approach

ƷFaceted Classification

ƷAnalytico-synthetic approach

ƷFundamental categories

The key element in all these is óFACETô
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Facet

ƷOne side of a many sided body, especially of 
a cut gem

ƷA particular aspect of something

ƷIn common usage the terms like facet, 
category, class, group, concept,  and aspect 
are used interchangeably
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óFacetô according to Ranganathan

ƷFacet of a subject domain or a Basic Class is 
'the totality of the divisions of the subject 
based on a Single Train of Characteristics.

ƷIt is a set of isolates belonging to a subject 
domain.

ƷThe Basic Class itself is referred to as Basic 
Facet.

KLA National Seminar,  14-16 July 2011, 

Thiruvananthapuram



Train of Characteristics

ƷA set of interconnected characteristics used 
one after the other in a sequence
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Facets in the subject - Medicine

ƷOrgans Facet

ƷProblems Facet

ƷCausative Factors Facet

ƷHandling Facet
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Chemistry

ƷSubstance Facet (Elements, compoundsé)

ƷProperties / Process Facet

ƷMethods Facet

ƷReagents Facet
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Facets

ƷReveal each side or face of a multi-
dimensional domain

ƷTogether give a complete picture of the 
domain

ƷEvery minute aspect is covered
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Application in Library Classification

ƷIdentifying the constituent isolates in the 
domain

ƷSorting them based on appropriate 
characteristics

ƷForming facets

ƷDeciding the sequence of facets

ƷAssigning the Notation system, including 
indicator digits
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