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A Quote…

Scientific research is first and foremost an expression

of the resurgence of the human spirit in its search for

self-expression. It represents the response of the mind

of man to the marvelous and ever-changing panorama

of nature

-C V Raman
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Panoramic View of RRI
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User category

• Faculty & Scientists

• Technical personnel

• Research Students

• Post Doctoral Fellows

• Visiting Scientists

• Visiting Students
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Library Staff

• Professionally trained: 6

• Reprography – 1

• Photography – 1

• Binding – 1

• Support staff - 2
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View of RRI Library
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Collection Strength

• Books and Bound journals – 65000

• Print subscription of Journals – 76

• E-journals subscription – 83

• Consortium accesses to e-journals – 4000

• CD/DVD/s - 1000
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RRI Library homepage
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Digital Library initiatives at RRI

• Digital repository of Raman Research Institute

• FORSA (Forum for Resource Sharing in 

Astronomy)

• National Knowledge Resource Consortium

• Ebooks

• Imprints Collection
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RRI Digital Repository - Screen Shot
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Different communities of repository

• Archives

• C. V. Raman and his work

• Science at the Raman Institute: 1948-1970

• Astronomy and Astrophysics

• Light and Matter Physics

• Soft Condensed Matter

• Theoretical Physics

• Patents

• RRI Science News

• Miscellaneous
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Different communities of repository …

Archives Comprises of annual reports; Gandhi

memorial lectures and newspaper clippings.

Gandhi memorial lecture is an annual event held

on October 2nd, the Gandhi Jayanthi. It is a

popular lecture series and eminent people from

different walks of life are invited to share their

thoughts. Audio/Visual format of this lecture

series are a part of this institutional repository.

All the news items covered in newspapers on Sir C

V Raman and RRI are uploaded in the archives.

All these are of historical importance and needs to

be preserved in digital format and also at the same

time show cased to the entire world.
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Different communities of repository ...

• C. V. Raman and his work include the scientific

papers published by him; lectures delivered by him

in text format; biographical sketches on him and

articles published on him and his work by others.

C V Raman had published about 514 articles.

• Science at the Raman Institute: 1948-1970

includes all the articles published by Raman's

students working under his guidance from the

inception of the institute until his demise.
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Different communities of repository ...

Community 04 – 07 comprises of the research 

articles and theses published by the different 

research groups at RRI namely Astronomy and 

Astrophysics, Light and Matter Physics, Soft 

Condensed Matter and Theoretical Physics. 

Under the community Patents, there are 3 patents 

to which RRI gets credit.
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Different communities of repository ...

• RRI Science News covers those aspects of RRI

research information covered by news items.

• Miscellaneous publication includes popular

articles submitted by research scholars.
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FORSA

During early 1980's, librarians working in

astronomical institutes in India observed

tremendous growth of scientific and technical

literature in Astronomy and allied sciences. They

felt the need of coming together and sharing

information held in each library. As a result,

FORSA was initiated in July 1981 during

Astronomy Librarians meeting held at Raman

Research Institute, Bangalore, with a mission and

vision to share and exchange information and

make the best use of available library resource.
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FORSA ...

• This is one of the earliest consortium activities in
India and still alive after 30 years.

• FORSA is a librarian-initiated, open consortium
having eleven participants affiliated to different
government departments with decentralized
payment and licensing.
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FORSA ...

• Under the umbrella of FORSA, Indian
Astrophysics Consortium (Springer-Kluwer);
Nature Online; Lecture Notes in Physics
(Springer) and FORSA - UCP - IOP Consortium
have been realized.

• It has proved to be a model for active Library
cooperation, coordination and collaboration in
realizing varied needs of astronomy libraries in
general and astronomers, in particular.
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National Knowledge Resource Consortium

• Financial resource is a great cause of concern in
these days of shrinking budget, cost escalation and
information explosion for any given library.
Consortia are a boon to librarians in the digital
environment enhancing the power of online access
to a variety of information resources. CSIR e-
journal consortium started in the year 2002.

• DST funded autonomous organizations joined this
consortia in April 2009. This CSIR-DST
consortium was renamed as "National Knowledge
Resource Consortium (NKRC)". Since RRI is a
DST funded autonomous organization, RRI library
has become a major player in this consortium
activity.
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NKRC …

• Participants - 39 CSIR labs and 27 DST funded 
institutes. 

• Publishers – products of 17 publishers are shared 
among the consortium participants.

• Online access to 4000 journals are available since 
1997.

• Databases like SciFinder Scholar and Web of 
Science are made accessible through this 
consortium. 
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NKRC webpage at RRI
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Ebooks

• Oxford English Dictionary defines ebook as
electronic version of a printed book.

• According to Wikipedia the first ebook made its
appearance in 1970. "On Murder Considered as
one of the Fine Arts" is an essay by Thomas De
Quincey which was first published in 1827 is the
first book to take the electronic form in 1993.

• Although it has been almost 20 years, ebooks are
not still accepted for serious reading in Indian
academic /scientific libraries.

• A very recent interaction with the select group of
users at RRI revealed that they were not
comfortable reading an ebook.KLA National Seminar, 14-16 July 2011, 
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Ebooks ...

• However, keeping in mind the search and
navigational potential of ebooks, RRI library has
made a beginning in procuring ebooks and to
slowly introduce the users to this new concept of
reading.

• Pricing models and the other factors such as 'Pick
and choose' or 'whole bundle' model are the
criteria's considered before they were purchased.

• Presently we have access to 109 ebooks from
Cambridge University Press, 358 Lecture Notes in
Physics, 205 Annual Reviews.
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Ebooks ...

• We propose to evaluate their usage in the future.
Based on the evaluation result, we need to
formulate a collection development policy of
ebooks at RRI.

• Ebooks have great potential and future as media
of information storage. Therefore we need to
promote them as a source of information.

• Additionally, there has been an initiative for
purchasing electronic book chapters relevant for
research. This has found considerable
encouragement from the user community.
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Imprints Collection

• RRI library has been very thoughtful and found a 
novel way of appreciating the scientists for their 
contribution to the world of scientific literature 
when they superannuate.

• All the research papers of an individual scientist 
is brought together in the form of collected works 
both in print and electronic format and it is gifted 
to him/her at the time of retirement. 
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Imprints Collection …

• This information product is named as "Imprints 
Collection" meaning an Imprint of the research 
work of scientists in the form of research papers 
which stand a testimony to their contribution to 
the world of scientific literature. 

• This is an impression of scientific productivity in 
terms of research articles published during their 
entire research career and it is made available at 
one place through this imprints collection. 
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Imprints collection …

• So far there has been eleven recipients of this 

service.

• Initially this was designed to bring out the 

collections as a monograph/book along with CD.

• Subsequently this list with full-text access where 

ever permissible is uploaded on the repository.  
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Imprints collection …

• Updating repository is a continuous process as 

most of the scientists keep publishing research 

articles even after retirement.

• Care has been taken to see that their earlier 

publications before they entered RRI Scientific 

community has also been included. 
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Conclusion

• RRI has the rich legacy of its founder Sir C V 
Raman which is carried forward by its Scientists 
and students over sixty years of its birth. 

• On an average 110-120 research articles are 
published every year by RRI in peer reviewed 
high impact factor journals. 

• As a result RRI library has a major role to play 
in enhancing the visibility of research carried 
out in the institute by showcasing them through 
our Institutional repository.
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Vision 2012 and beyond

• Building digital repository is a continuous process.

• RRI has lot of archival materials of historical
importance such as correspondences of Sir C V
Raman and the rare photos of the legend.

• A digital repository of these rare items and photo
gallery is planned.
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Vision 2012 and beyond …

• In-house lectures and lectures delivered by RRI
scientists elsewhere in audio/video format will also
be made available through Institutional
repository.

• RRI library aims to adopt the latest technology
and render quality services to its end users.

• We believe in "Value addition" and "Continuous
Improvement".
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Thank You
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