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SCOPE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 

STUDY

ÂEven though literature cited is not considered 
as one of the prime criteria for assessing the 
thesis; there exists a relationship between 
each other.  Usually, a Researcher analyses 
the data that he has collected either from his 
experiments in the laboratory or from the field 
study, with the existing literature.  If there is 
no data collected either from the field or from 
the lab, as in the case of theoretical studies, 
the Researcher depends solely on the 
published literature.  The same is the case 
with studies in the field of languages where 
there is no field or lab work.  In these cases, 
the quality of the thesis depends directly on 
the literature collected and analysed by the 
Researcher.
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OBJECTIVES

ÂTo find out the different information sources cited 
in theses.

ÂTo find out whether primary or secondary 
sources are cited more.

ÂTo compare the usage of books and journal 
articles.

ÂTo find out the standard of information sources 
cited

ÂTo ascertain the currency of literature cited.
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LIMITATIONS

ÂAs the study has been done within a very 

short duration, only random samples of the 

PhD theses have been taken. Only 16 

samples are taken for this study. Also, the 

study has been confined to the types of 

information sources referred and its year of 

publication only. 
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