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Consortium of e-Resources on 

Agriculture (CeRA)

Initiative of ICAR (Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research) to bring remarkable 

changes in the Agriculture research 

environment, including fisheries.
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Mandate of CeRA

To serve all ICAR institutes and Agriculture 

Universities in India by facilitating access 

to  e-journals
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Objectives of the Study

üTo  identify the most preferred journals 

among fisheries scientists 

üTo examine the availability of the highly 

preferred journals in CeRA journal base. 

üTo assess the collection strength of CeRA. 
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Methodology

üTabulated the frequency of citations in the 

bibliographies of 4 premier Indian 

Fisheries journals published during the 

period 2009-2010.

üPrepared a ranked list of most preferred 

journals based on the data.

üAnalysis on the availability of the preferred 

journals in CeRA collection 
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Source journals selected for study

üIndian Journal of Fisheries

ü Fishery Technology 

üJournal of Marine Biological Association of 

India 

ü Journal of Inland Fisheries Society of 

India 
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Distribution of citations according to type of documents

Sl No. Rank Bibliographic 

form

No. of 

citations

No. of 

cumulative 

citations

1 1 Journals 2625 2625

2 2 Books 577 3202

3 3 Proceedings 170 3372

4 4 Reports 119 3491

5 5 Theses 110 3601

6 6 Web pages 32 3633

7 7 Standards 13 3646

8 8 Patents 8 3654

9 Others 235 3889
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Bradfordôs law

According to Bradfordôs law, if you compile a 

bibliography on any subject, you will find that there 

is always a small group of core journals  that 

account for a substantial percentage (1/3) of the 

articles on that subject or discipline. Then there is 

a second larger group of journals that account for 

another third while a much larger group of journals 

picks up the last third. 
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Distribution of  preferred journals in CeRA under various 

categories 

Journal 

Rank

No. of consortium 

subscribed 

journals

No. of open 

access     

journals

No. of journals 

with DDR 

facility only

Journals not 

available 

0-20 4 3 11 2

21-40 6 1 9 4

41-60 7 1 7 5

61-80 7 1 4 8

81-100 6 0 3 11

101-120 10 3 2 5

121-140 3 1 1 4

Total 43 10 37 39
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Weakness of CeRA

Number of  preferred  e-Journals 

not available full text in CeRA but 

available   on request article mode

35

List of preferred e- journals not 

available through CeRA 

7
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