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Kerala State Central Library (SCL)

A reservoir of information and 

knowledge for the entire state



SCL

ÅPromotion of literacy

ÅDeveloping the reading habits

ÅConducting summer school program

Non-library activities





LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books

Journals



Sri. V.K. Krishna Menon, 

Prof. Nandan Menon, 

Prof. N.Gopalapillai & Sri.Sreerangam Vikramon Nair

K.R.Elankath Trust. 





SERVICES OFFERED

Lending Service

Reference Service

Reprographic Service

Gazette Extracts

Date Conversion Certificate







GAZETTE SECTION









DIGITAL LIBRARY

Library has a digital collection in

searchable format nearly 1200

books, including English &

Malayalam etc.. Users can access

the same through intranet in the

reference section from 8.00 am to

8.00 pm on all working days except

sun days.



Digital Archiving at State Central Library, 
Thiruvananthapuram

An attempt at Harnessing Rare Information

P. Suprabha

State Librarian, Kerala



Digital Library

Old and Rare Books

Library started in 1829

Major part of the collections have grown old

Owns a rare collection of old and precious documents

Digital technology can preserve this valuable collection



Digital Library

Digitization of rare books

Ongoing programme under the Plan Scheme

Work started in 2005

Continues in a phased manner



Digitization of Rare Books

First Phase

First digital archive in Kerala

First multilingual bibliographic information system (Unicode)

Retrieving full text using Malayalam Script

707 ancient and rare documents

644 English and 63 Malayalam books

3,28,268 pages

Opened for use of the public in 2006



Digitization of Rare Books

Second Phase in 2010

480 English books

184321 pages added

Old documents after digitization are kept in air-conditioned environment with 

compact shelving



Nitya Digital Archive

Concept and prototype

by K.H Hussain in 2002

Nitya Online

by Beehive Digital Concepts, Cochin

Nitya is unique in organizing and retrieving e-books



Nitya Digital Archive

Malayalam books 

Bookmarked using Malayalam Scripts

Imaging, Scanning, Saving in PDF

Document visually organized similar to paper book

Content organized by Bookmarking

Chapter, Sections, Tables, Photos, Figures, Charts, Maps 

etc.



Bookmarks (BM)

Serve two purposes

First

For navigation inside the book

A single click on bookmark opens respective page

Second

Indexes acts as the access points in retrieving specific pages



Deep Indexing with BM

ÅBMs play the most important role in organizing and retrieving

ÅBMs represent important sections/ key locations inside a book

ÅArchive managers need not struggle for other keywords

Bookmarks are

Gateways for Internal navigation of an e-Book

Access points of Parts/ Pages in the document



Deep Indexing with BM

Bookmarks are

Gateways for Internal navigation of an e-Book

Access points of Parts/ Pages in the document

ÅBMs +Destinationsare taken to the bibliographic database

ÅSearch mechanism is tuned to retrieve a particular page related to 

a particular word

ÅProgram first looks for those words in title as well as in all 

occurrences of BMs

ÅRelated locations are retrieved

ÅRespectivepages are listed
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Book Marks

EXTERNAL

SEARCH

INTERNAL

NAVIGATION

Deep Indexing with BM

Exploration leading to

First to a specific inner part

Then to all other parts 

Reader finds his desired page. He is furnished with all BMs in a 

document. He goes to other interested parts of the book  



Deep Indexing with BM

In-depth indexing applied in State Central Library archive 

through Nitya not found elsewhere.

The value additions achieved by State Central Library makes its 

digital library exceptional



Digitisation of Gazettes

ÅOngoing project

ÅA pioneering work in India

ÅChallenging in imaging and indexing

ÅGazettes for the period 1904-1954 are almost on the verge of 

extinction

ÅEvery paragraph loaded with numerous notifications in English, 

Malayalam and Tamil

ÅCatching of minutest information from the jungle of millions of data

ÅRetrieval unimaginable by traditional method of indexing

ÅAdvanced model of Nitya to circumvent the situation

Travancore Govt. Gazettes & Travancore-Cochin Govt. Gazettes



Expanding to the National Level

ÅDigital Library of India (DLI) with digitizing centers in 

nearly 20 libraries

ÅCoordinated at Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore

ÅTechnical support by Carnegi Melan University, U.S

ÅExpected to make SCL as a DLI digitizing centre

Web enabling SCL archive
as part of DLI



WEB SITE SCREENSHOTS

SCL RARE BOOK COLLECTION



HOME 



SEARCH RESULT



DOCUMENT VIEWER



HOME



SEARCH RESULTS


